Touring on an old Suzuki Sv650 


I have owned the SV650S 1999 for a few years now and am pleased with it overall. It has had 
modifications to make it more suitable for touring. 


The stock clip on handlebars were removed and the top yoke modified to take higher more regular 
handlebars. Cables etc did not need to be changed. Higher bars do make the stock mirrors see 
elbows, but are adjusted to see further and are set to see either side of the bike, allowing easy lane 
movement on motorways and dual carriageways. A bar end mirror takes care of vision behind the 
bike. 


The screen needed a trim to allow bar movement but an after market extension works a treat at 
stopping buffeting . 


A spare rear seat was modified into a luggage rack with clamps to hold throw over panniers in place 
and rails to hold the bags into the bike, to stop them flapping around in the wind. These were made 
using an old lawnmower handle! 


Tank cover with a clip on bag was always going to be useful. 


Other mods are an after market exhaust, rusty downpipe connections were sorted using stainless 
tube. Stainless rear brake torque arm. Cigarette lighter socket with USB outlet for satnav. Under- 
tray was replaced with an after market one, so much nicer looking. 


I manage about 5,000 miles a year, usually meeting up somewhere in the UK with friends for a 4 
night stay and tour round somewhere, Wales, Yorkshire, Dorset, Cornwall... The bike is very 
comfortable for long distance, petrol is usually needed before my backside goes asleep but that is 
only when cruising along a good A road, dual carriageways etc ( 70 -80 mph) a half an hour at 50 
mph gets uncomfortable, 


I run the bike, where possible, on E5 petrol but use Putoline E10 fuel additive any rate. It does run 
smoother on E5 and the fuel consumption is better so it more or less pays for itself. Consumption is 
usually around 55 — 60 at motorway speeds but can be as good as 65 mpg. In theory that is 160 
miles on a tankful, fuel light comes on about 150 miles but I do not normally take it beyond 140 
miles. 


Current tyres are Bridgestone BT016’s. I am very pleased with them. Generally it is a new rear each 
year with the front every other rear. I tried Maxis and whilst they seemed ok, I never felt confident 
with them. 


Current mileage is 48,000. It is generally trouble free with the exception of the usual gremlin — the 
voltage regulator/rectifier! I am on my 4" one! A Mosfot one was the last to go awry, fortunately I 
had fitted a voltage meter a while ago so had early warning. It started to overcharge the battery. At 
the moment it has a larger one from A TL1000 fitted. Most of the issue is, I think, because the 
rect/reg is fitted under the side plastic out of the free flowing air, in fact after a ride you can feel the 
heat in the plastic. It will get moved to behind the rear foot peg mount come winter! 


Servicing is carried out by myself. I use Castrol Power 4T 10W-40 , JASO MA-2 spec semi 
synthetic engine oil. I find the clutch action better using JASO oil. Plugs are Iridium. Chain is a 
DID gold. This has done 25,000 ( 5 years) now and is just starting to show signs of wear. 


I do have two major complaints with the bike. No centre stand and no oil dipstick. Who at Suzuki 
though it was fun to kneel down beside your bike on a petrol station forecourt while you wiggle it 
upright with one hand while trying to check out the oil level window must be a sadist! 


I made a device that props up the rear wheel when away from home to spray chain etc, the oil level 
is checked by sitting astride the bike while using a illuminated mirror with a telescopic arm! 


Thanks for reading! 


